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nr'.srF.CTF.u  vkif.nd, 

THY  lellei-  as  Cliairman  of  the  "Committee  of 
the  Select  and  Common  Councils  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  on 
the  subject  of  the  sale  of  the  Walnut-street  Prison,"  is  received, 
and  I  clicerfully  comply  with  thy  request,  by  giving  the  Commit- 
tee such  information  as  I  possess. 

I  am  asked  to  "  state  the  evils  of  the  present  system  in  that 
institution." — Were  I  to  state  in  detail,  one  half  of  the  evils  I' 
know  to  exist,  this  letter  would  be  swelled  to  a  volume,  and  I  fear 
would  be  a  task  on  the  patience  of  the  Committee. 

1  may,  however,  sum  them  up  in  a  few  words  by  saying,  that 
I  believe  there  are  few  acts  in  the  catalogue  of  crimes,  that  can 
be  done  within  prison  walls,  that  are  not  practised  there  j  and 
few  that  are  not  planned,  to  be  eflected  after  the  discharge  of  the 
convicts. 

I  assert,  without  fear  of  contradiction,  that  it  is  not  possible 
for  the  Legislature  to  devise  a  system  where  men  will  be  more 
completely  contaminated,  hardened  and  depraved,  than  in  that 
college  of  vice^  the  Walnut-street  Prison.  Since  my  knowledge 
oi  the  establishment,  I  have  known  many,  (I  think  I  may  say 
hundreds)  who  have  been,  when  received,  comparatively  innocent 
men,  and  who,  if  tliey  had  been  kept  separate,  and  not  mixed 
with  scores  of  hardened  villain!",  v/ou!d  have  never  been  convict- 
ed a  second  time. 

Finding,  however,  in  their  new  associates,  every  encourage- 
ment to  commit  fresh  depredations,  they  go  out  eager  for  plun- 
der ;  and  our  calender  exhibits  frequent  reconvictions,  until  a  lin- 
gering life  of  wretchedness  is  terminated  within  those  walls  which 
were  intended  for  their  reformp^tion. 
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It  may  be  asked,  why  has  such  an  erjormitj  been  suffered  tu 
exist  for  years,  in  the  iairest  part  of  the  fairest  city  in  the  Union? 
Why  have  not  those  acquainted  with  the  facts,  divulged  them?  for 
if  they  were  kna.vn  generally,  they  would  not  be  suftered  to  exist. 
Certainly,  our  Grand  Juries,  the  Philadelphia  Society  for  alleviat- 
ing the  Miseries  of  Public  Prisons,  and  the  Ins[)Cctors  of  the  Pri- 
sons, have,  from  time  to  time,  complained  of  tiie  deplorable  situa- 
tion of  the  inmates  of  that  place.  ^Vhen  tliese  expositions  have 
been  made,  the  community  showed  themselves  alive  on  the  sub- 
ject :  but  for  years,  there  has  been  so  much  difficulty,  from  the 
various  and  apparently  conflicting  laws,  that  few  have  understood, 
and  still  fewer  have  been  disposed  to  meet  the  difficulties. 

I  am  far  from  wishing  to  pass  my  censure  on  the  Board  of  In- 
spectors, who  have  had  the  management  of  the  Prisons.  1  admit, 
that,  in  some  respects,  they  might  have  done  better;  but  perhaps 
it  is  more  a  matter  of  surprise,  that,  under  all  circumstances, 
■  they  have  done  so  well.  I  think  the  15oard  is  too  numerous,  and 
the  manner  of  their  election  objectionable. 

In  order  to  bring  the  subject  as  I  view  it,  before  the  Commit- 
tee, I  will  take  a  view  of  the  acts  of  the  Legislature,  that  bear 
immediately  on  the  subject. 

The  Prison  in  Walnut-street  was  built  about  the  year  1774, 
by  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia,  for  a  County  Prison, 
and  without  any  view  of  accommodating  prisoners  from  other 
counties  ;  and  this  edifice  must  be  considered  as  a  monument  of 
the  liberality  of  our  citizens  at  that  period  j  for  few  better  Slate 
Prisons  have  existed,  until  very  recently.  Owing  no  doubt  to  the 
unsettled  state  of  the  country  about  the  time  of  its  completion, 
very  little  care  or  attention  appears  to  have  been  paid  to  the  in- 
ternal management  of  this  Prison,  until  about  the  year  1787, 
when  the  Philadelphia  Society  for  alleviating  the  Miseries  of  Pub- 
lic Prisons,  after  the  conclusion  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  hav- 
ing been  re-organized,  undertook,  with  much  zeal  and  philan- 
thropy, to  reform  the  then  numerous  existing  abuses.  Although  the 
number  of  prisoners  did  not  exceed  seventy,  and  all  the  main  build- 
ing and  wings  were  then  finished,  yet  these  benevolentand  intelli- 
gent men  were  so  well  satisfied  with  the  great  advantages  of  soli- 
tary confinement,  that  we  find  them  petitioning  the  Legislature 


6 

lor  a  grunt  of  inoiiey  to  build  cells,  where  tlie  prisoners  could  be 
kept  se|)aniUlv. 

By  the  act  of  the  5th  ol  April,  1790,  the  Legislature  grant- 
ed £500  cuni'iity  (or  the  ercciion  ol  solitary  cells  ;  and  authoris- 
ed tiie  Comiiii«>.sioiuMs  of  Philadelphia  Couritv  to  assess  a  tax,  not 
exceeding  X'lOt'O,  to  be  apfiropriatcd  to  >he  same  purpose.  'l"lii» 
act,  and  that  oT  t!ie  !ili2d  id'  March,  171)4,  autliurises  the  Jiid;^cs 
ot"  the  several  Courts,  at  their  discretion,  to  send  to  this  Prison 
any  convicts,  who  might  be  sentenced  to  hard  labour  for  one  or 
niore  years  in  any  county  in  the  State.  By  an  examination  ot 
these  laws  it  is  very  apparent,  that  the  Legislature  intended  clas- 
sification, by  day  and  jiight  ;  and  lur  the  more  incorrigible  and 
hardened,  solitary  confinement. 

The  capacity  of  the  buililing,  and  the  small  number  of  con- 
victs, allowed  the  Inspectors  to  do  this  ;  and  thielly  to  tliis  cir- 
cumstance may  be  ascribed  the  wonderful  and  well-known  effects 
which  were  produced. 

The  population  of  the  State  rapidly  increased?  and  in  con. 
Bcquence  of  the  now  crowded  state  ot  the  Prison,  crime  began  to 
keep  pace  with  it  :  when,  in  1803,  it  was  found  that  the  Prison 
was  so  full,  that  no  good  effect  could  be  produced.  Loud  com- 
plaints were  made  to  the  Legislature  ;  and  the  fact  was  sliev.n, 
that  what  was  intended  originally  for  a  County  Prison,  had,  by 
the  laws  of  1790  and  1794,  been  made  a  State  Penitentiary; — 
that  the  State  convicts  crou  (led  the  house,  and  that  there  was  not 
room  within  the  walls  for  all  tlic  prisoners  :  that  the  east  wing 
being  the  only  part  appropriated  for  the  untried  male  prisoners 
and  vagrants,  had  become  so  fall,  that  i'requently  forty  or  fifty 
had  to  be  locked  up  in  a  room  eighteen  feet  square. 

The  representations  then  made,  induced  the  Legislature  to 
pass  the  act  of  the  2d  of  April,  1803,  This  law  directs  the  va- 
cant lots  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  the  property  of  the  State, 
to  be  sold,  and  the  proceeds  to  be  appropriated  to  the  erection  of 
a  new  Prison,  for  such  persons  as  were  included  in  the  '•  denomi- 
nation of  prisoners  for  trial,  vagrants,  runaway  or  disorderly  ser- 
vants and  apprentices,  and  all  such  other  descriptions  of  persons 
(except  convicts)  as  have  heretofore  been  confined  in  the  County 
Prison.'^    As  the  State  intended  thus  to  relieve  the   Walnut- 


street  Prison  of  this  description  of  persons,  to  make  room  for  the 
better  accomodation  of  the  convicts,  it  takes  care  by  this  act  to 
provide  that  the  ^<  Coinmonvvealth  reserves  the  right  to  the  several 
Counties  within  the  same,  to  send  their  convicts  to  the  present 
Prison  of  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia."  In  other  words, 
they  say  to  the  County  of  Philadelphia,  "  We  have  been  using 
your  Prison  for  State  purposes,  in  consequence  of  the  grant  of 
^500,  which  was  given  to  you  in  1790 — and  as  the  crowded  state 
of  your  Penitentiary  depiivcs  you  of  suitable  accomodation  for 
your  own  prisoners,  we  therefore  give  you  the  proceeds  of  the  va- 
cant city  lots,  to  build  a  Prison  for  County  purposes  ;  and  in  con- 
sideration of  this,  we  take  your  old  County  Prison  for  State  pur- 
poses.'' The  Inspectors  accepted  this  law, — sold  many  City  lots, 
and  applied  the  proceeds  to  the  erection  of  the  Arch -street  Prison. 
The  funds  however  did  not  prove  suflkient,  and  the  building  re- 
mained unfinished  and  unoccupied. 

After  the  presentation  of  several  petitions,  and  after  much 
discussion  between  the  Inspectors  and  the  leading  Mcmbeis  of  the 
Legislature,  (some  of  which  was  not  of  the  most  agreeable  kind.) 
ihey  passed  an  act  on  the  Slstot  March,  1812,  appropriating 
S  25,000  to  complete  this  prison.  This  act  permits  the  Inspectors 
(if  they  think  proper)  to  remove  all  or  any  of  the  convicts  from 
Walnut  street  to  this  prison  ;  and  provides  "  that  the  said  new  Pris- 
on shall  be  considered,  deemed,  and  taken,  as  the  exclusive  pro- 
perty of  this  Commonwealth. 

Many  of  tlie  Inspectors  w^re  dissatisfied  with  this  latter 
clause;  for  wliilst  itappropriates  the  Arch  street  Prison  to  the  State, 
it  does  not  relinquish  the  right,  (if  it  had  any,)  of  sending  convicts 
to  the  Walnut  street  Prison.  Anxious  however  to  relieve  the  lat- 
ter Prison,  they  accepted  and  expended  the  S  25,000  in  building 
the  yard  walls,  and  in  partially  finishing  the  house.  The  sum  was 
not  sufficient  to  finish  the  edifice,  and  it  was  apparent  that  the 
building  was  not  at  all  calculated  for  the  confinement  of  convicts, 
and  this  project  was  abandoned. 

On  the  13th  of  March,  181G,  owing  to  the  exertions  of  the 
Inspectors,  the  Philadelphia  Society  for  alleviating  the  Miseries 
of  Public  Prisons,  and  Grand  Juries,  the  Legislature  passed  an  act 
authorising  "  the  Commissioners  of  city  and  county  of  Philadel- 


phia,  to  prepare  sucli  parte  of  tlie  Arcli  street  Prison  as  may  be 
necessary,"  lor  the  accomodation  of  debtors  ;  t(»  remove  tbem  to 
said  Prison,  and  to  fit  up  the  Prune  street  Prison  for  tlie  untried 
prisoners  and  vaj^rants,  ike.  but  by  the  3d  section  takes  especial 
care  again  to  provide,  "that  nothing  in  tiiis  act  contained,  shall 
bo  construed  in  any  wise  to  affect  any  title  which  this  CommoD- 
wealtli  may  have  or  claim  in  the  said  New  Prison." 

The  Inspectors  availed  themselves  ol  this  act,  and  soon  re- 
lieved the  Walnut  street  Prison  of  the  untried  prisoners,  va- 
l^rants,  ike. 

About  the  close  of  the  year  1817,  the  public  became  anxious 
to  remove  the  Walnut  street  Prison,  and  build  one  better  adapted 
for  convicts.  The  movements  then  made,  produced  the  act  of  the 
Sd  of  March,  1818,  which  first  provides  for  the  erection  of  a 
State  Penitentiary,  near  Pittsbuigh. — The  5th  section  provides 
for  the  sale  of  the  Walnut  street  Prison. — The  Gth  section  author- 
ises the  Inspectors,  as  soon  as  the  sale  could  be  effected,  to  re- 
move the  prisoners  to  the  New  Prison  on  Mulberry-street,  and  to 
continue  them  therein  until  duly  discharged  or  removed  to  such 
other  Penitentiary  or  Prison,  as  shall  be  erected  for  their  recep- 
tion and  safe  keeping.  The  Ttli  and  8th  sections  authorise  the 
Inspectors  to  purchase  a  lot  and  build  a  Penitentiary  adapted  to 
the  solitary  confinement  of  convicts,  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  said 
Walnut-street  Prison. 

As  there  is  no  provision  for  the  untried  prisoners  and  vagrants, 
I  presume  the  framers  of  this  act  intended  that  all  should  be  sent 
to  the  Arch-street  Prison,  until  tlie  New  Penitentiary  should  be 
built,  when  the  convicts  should  be  removed,  and  the  other  classes 
lett  in  Arch  street,  according  to  tlie  original  intention.  That 
part  of  this  law  which  relates  to  the  sale  of  the  old,  and  the  build- 
ing of  a  new  Prison,  has  hitherto  been  a  dead  letter. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  year  1820,  a  simultaneous  effort  was 
made  by  the  Inspectors  of  the  Prison  and  the  Philadelphia  Prison 
Society,  to  obtain  the  passage  of  an  act  which  would  effectually 
provide  for  the  erection  of  a  Slate  Penitentiary.  I  was  au 
Inspector  at  the  time,  but  went  up  to  Ilarrisburg  on  behalf  of 
the  Prison  Society,  to  represent  their  views  on  the  subject.  Such 
a  representation  was  ma<le,  that  the  Legislature  passed  the  law  of 


the  20th  of  March,  1821,  for  the  erection  of  a  State  Penitentiar}" 
in  the  City  or  County  of  Philadelphia.  In  addition  to  obtaining 
a  new  Prison,  several  important  points  were  settled  by  that  law. 
First,  annulling  the  rights  of  the  State,  {if  they  had  any)  to  send 
convicts  from  the  several  counties  to  the  AValnut  street  Prison,  as 
soon  as  a  new  one  should  be  completed.  2d!y,  vesting  the  title 
of  the  Arch-street  Prison  in  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia. 
Some  considered  that  the  sum  of  §50,000,  which  was  paid  by  the 
County  to  the  Commonwealth,  in  compliance  with  a  provision  of 
this  act,  was  paying  too  dearly  (or  the  exemption  from  t!ie  recep- 
tion of  State  convicts,  and  the  settlement  of  title.  The  friends 
of  the  measure  thought  it  was  better  for  the  County  to  make  a 
sacrifice  in  order  to  settle  all  old  claims,  rather  than  allow  mat- 
ters to  remain  as  they  had  been  for  30  years  ^  and  were  pleased 
with  the  prospect  of  having  a  new  building,  in  which  separate  con- 
finement could  be  completely  effected.  The  law  of  1821,  is  an 
agreement  between  the  State  and  County  of  Philadelphia — The 
7th  and  8th  sections  of  that  law,  provide,  that  if  the  Commission- 
ers of  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia,  pay  into  the  State 
Treasury  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  that  the  title  of  the 
Prison  on  Arch-street  was  to  be  vested  in  the  City  and  County  of 
Philadelphia  ;  and  that  the  right  of  sending  the  convicts  to  the 
Walnut-street  Prison,  formerly  reserved  by  the  Commonwealth, 
by  an  act  passed  the  2d  of  April,  1803,  vvas  from  and  after  the 
completion  of  the  State  Penitentiary,  thereby  authorised  to  be 
built,   to  cease  and  determine. 

The  County  Commissioners  accepted  the  provisions  of  this 
act ;  paid  the  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  expended  about  ten  thous- 
and more  on  the  Arch-street  Prison,  which  was  thus  finished. 
The  Inspectors  took  possession  of  it,  and  removed  the  untried  pris- 
oners, vagrants,  &c.  to  it. 

The  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia  having  performed  their 
part  of  the  contract,  is  not  the  State  bound  in  good  faith,  to  do 
likewise  .f*  And  is  it  just,  after  the  City  and  County  have  paid 
the  S  50,000,  for  the  State  to  delay  finishing  the  New  Penitentiary, 
and  thus  for  nine  or  ten  years  prevent  the  City  and  County  sei- 
linjjthe  old  Walnut-street  Prison,  after  the  fulfilment  of  the  con- 
tract  on  their  part  ? — Certainly  all  who  took  an  active  part  in  the 
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passage  of  ihat  law,  had  but  one  expectation,  viz.  Tliat  tlie  State 
woultl  linish  tlie  New  Prison  lor  the  Eastern  District,  with  all  reas- 
onable despatcli  ;  and  that  the  connection  before  existing;  between 
the  State  and  the  County  being  dissolved,  the  latter  would  come 
in  with  her  sister  Counties  in  any  new  arrangements  that  niij^ht  be 
made. 

Extensive  walls  have  been  built,  inclosing  an  area  containing 
ten  acres  of  ground,  but  only  1 14  cells  have  been  erected  thereon, 
(less  than  one  lil'th  the  number  which  is  requisite.)  A  law  was  passed 
on  the  23d  of  April,  1829,  to  organize  ll-.is  prison  and  occupy 
these  cells. — Fifty  four  prisoners  are  uow  contined  in  them  j  and 
by  a  report  just  made  by  the  Board  of  Inspectors  of  this  institu- 
tion to  the  Legislature,  they  will  see  that  separate  confinement 
does  not  produce  either  mental  or  physical  disease,  and  that  so  far 
Irom  the  establishment  having  been  an  expense  to  the  counties, 
it  has  paid  for  the  support  of  its  inmates;  thus  refuting  all  that  has 
been  said  in  relation  to  those  subjects,  by  those  who  have  endeav- 
oured to  prevent  the  progress  of  the  Pennsylvania  System  of  prison 
discipline. 

From  taking  a  summary  view  of  the  several  acts  of  the  Leg- 
islature from  1790  to  1829,  it  is  evident,  firstly,  that  the  City  and 
County  of  Philadelphia  have  been  furnishing  the  State  with  a 
Penitentiary  for  all  lier  convicts  since  the  year  1794,  without  the 
State  having  contributed  any  thing  for  its  erection  or  repairs,  ex- 
cept the  £  500  in  1790. 

Secondly,  that  Arch-street  Prison  was  originally  intended  for 
untried  prisoners  and  vagrants  (to  relieve  the  Walnut-street  Pris- 
on from  this  class  of  persons.) 

Thirdly,  that  by  the  law  of  the  3d  of  March,  1818,  it  v^-as 
intended  to  build  a  new  Prison  on  the  principle  of  separate  con- 
finement, for  all  convicts  then  in  the  Walnut-street  Prison,  and 
to  allow  the  Arch-street  Prison  to  be  used  for  untried  prisoaeF» 
and  vagrants. 

Fourthly,  that  the  law  of  1821,  certainly  contemplated  the 
erection  of  a  Prison  for  all  the  convicts  in  the  Eastern  District  of 
Pennsvlvania,  and  of  course  the  demolition  of  the  Walnut-street 
Penitentiary,  appropriating  the  Arch-street  Prison  for  untried 
prisoners,  vagrants,  &c.     All  the  laws,  from  1790,  appear  to  ve= 
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cognise  either  classification  or  separate  confinement  5  and  the  last 
act,  viz.  that  of  1829,  completely  establishes  it  for  certain  offen- 
ces. Why  then,  after  such  frequent  enactments,  all  tending  to  the 
extension  and  perfection  of  our  present  system  of  discipline, 
should  our  Legislature  arrest  its  progress  ? 

It  is  asked,  what  shall  be  done  ?  I  answer,  first  make  a  strong 
effort  to  induce  the  Legislature  to  do,  what  in  good  faith  they  are 
bound  to  do,  namely,  to  finish  a  sufficient  number  of  cells  to  ac- 
commodate all  the  convicts  now  in  Walnut-street  Prison,  and  all 
that  may  hereafter  be  convicted  in  the  Eastern  District. — It  will 
be  said  that  the  State  is  at  present  largely  in  debt :  perhaps  this 
difficulty  may,  in  a  great  measure,  be  obviated  by  the  generous, 
but  judicious  assistance  of  the  County  of  Philadelphia.  They  may 
offer  to  loan  to  the  Commonwealth,  a  sum  sufficient  to  build  an 
adequate  number  of  cells  to  accomodate  all  convicts  in  the  East- 
ern District,  who  may  be  sentenced  to  imprisonment  for  one  year 
or  upwards.  This  loan  to  be  irredeemable  for  20  years  ;  and  as 
an  inducement  for  the  State  to  accept  the  offer,  I  would  propose 
that  no  interest  should  accrue  until  the  expiration  of  five  years. 
By  this  arrangement,  the  State  would  derive  a  decided  advantage; 
and  if  the  buildings  be  erected  with  the  requisite  despatch,  the  Ci- 
ty and  County  will  be  largely  benefited.  I  think  it  decidedly 
better,  that  the  State  should  build  those  cells  for  the  convicts, 
than  that  the  County  should  be  compelled  to  erect  a  separate  es- 
tsblishment  :  and  there  is  no  reason  why  the  State  should  furnish 
a  Prison  for  the  other  Counties,  to  the  exclusion  of  Philadelphia 
County.  Again,  the  cost  of  the  external  wall,  and  the  Keeper's 
apartment,  form  a  heavy  item  in  the  erection  of  a  Prison  :  these 
the  State  have  already  built,  and  sufficient  ground  is  inclosed, 
with  the  best  wall  in  the  United  Stales,  for  a  number  of  cells 
sufficient  to  accommodate  at  least  one  thousand  prisoners  in  sepa- 
rate confinement. 

If  this,  or  some  similar  arrangement  be  made,  there  vvfill  be 
(after  the  sale  of  the  Walnut-street  Prison)  a  considerable  sur- 
plus fund.  W^ith  this,  I  would  recommend  the  erection  of  a 
Court-house,  at  the  corner  of  Broad  and  Mulberry-streets,  for 
the  trial  of  all  criminal  offences,  and  an  alteration  in  that  Prison, 
so  that  all  prisoners  should  be  kept  separately.     It  13  difficult  to 
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say,  ill  which  Prison  most  iiijuij  is  cJoiio.  And  where  can  we 
siec  a  more  deplorable  siylil,  ihafi  is  to  he  witnessed  every  day  in 
tlie  Arch-street  Jail  ?  I  have  known  many,  verrj  mumj,  whu  date 
their  ruin  I'roin  their  admission  into  that  house.  Can  an  enli«'lit- 
cncd  community  remain  passive,  and  allow  such  an  enormity  to 
exist  ? 

The  plan  1  propose  is — 1st,  to  erect  a  suitable  edifice  near 
the  Alms-IIouse  on  the  Schuylkill,  lor  all  the  va^ranln  :  and  [ 
would  recommend,  that  the  law  be  so  altered  as  to  sentence  au 
old  and  confirmed  vagrant,  to  one,  two,  or  three  years,  instead  of 
ihirty  days,  which  is  the  maximum  at  present.  Many  of  these 
poor  miserable  creatures  are  cimstantiv  passing  from  the  I'oor- 
House  to  the  Prison,  and  from  the  Prison  to  the  Poor-llouse. — 
They  arc  out  only  long  enough  to  become  diseased  by  intemper- 
ance and  debauchery  ;  and  are  a  constant  expense  to  the  County. 
i3y  keeping  them  two  or  three  years,  ditlerent  habits  might  oe  form- 
ed ;  at  any  rate,  they  would  be  retained  long  enough  to  be  com- 
paratively useful  to  the  County,   instead  of  a  heavy  expense. 

2dly.  An  alteration  can  be  made  in  the  Arch-street  Prison, 
and  at  an  inconsiderable  cost,  to  accommodate  separately,  in  rooms 
of  sufficient  size,  all  the  untried  prisoners.  The  advantages 
arising  from  such  an  arrangement,  must  be  apparent  to  every  one 
acquainted  with  criminal  business.  In  cases  of  guilt,  the  advan- 
tage to  the  community,  and  to  the  innocent  but  unfortunate  man 
thrown  into  Prison  for  want  of  bail,  is  evident. 

Sdly,  A  Court-House  may  be  erected  at  the  corner  of  Broad 
and  Arch-streets,  and  the  prisoner  may  be  conducted  from  the 
Jail  into  Court,  without  the  present  injurious  exposure.  I  think 
that  a  spacious  and  convenient  edifice  can  be  there  erected  at  a 
moderate  sum,  by  making  use  of  three  of  the  walls  now  inclosing 
the  yard. 

4thly.  A  criminal  Court,  for  the  City  and  County  of  Phila- 
delphia, should  have  jurisdiction  in  all  criminal  cases,  with  three 
Law  Judges,  one  to  preside  at  a  time  (as  in  our  District  Court)— A 
term  to  commence  qm^-cs  fortnight,  and  to  sit  until  all  the  business 
be  disposed  of.  This  would  diminish  the  evil  of  many  oppressive 
cases  of  long  imprisonment  before  trial  ,•  and  also  would  prevent 
many  of  the  most  adroit  villains  purchasing  bail,  and  making  their 


escape.  On  this  point  I  could  recite  many  instances  illustrative 
of  these  remarks.     And, 

5thly.  There  should  be  three  Police  Offices,  one  for  the  Cit}-, 
one  for  the  Northern,  and  one  for  the  Southern  part  of  the  Coun- 
ty. Each  of  these  Offices  should  have  two  or  three  sitting  Magis- 
trates, who  should  have  power  to  settle  all  minor  cases,  and  who 
sliould  receive  salaries,  bat  no  fees.  I  believe  these  would  pre- 
vent much  evil.,  and  effect  a  great  saving  to  the  County. 

All  this  can  be  done,  and  the  proceeds  of  the  Walnut-street 
Prison  will  ^lefray  the  total  expenses  of  the  arrangements  I  have 
suggested.  When  this  shall  be  accomplished,  we  may  boast 
of  a  system  for  the  prevention  and  punishment  of  crime,  which, 
it  may  confidently  be  hoped,  will  be  superior  to  any  heretofore  es- 
tablished. 

There  is  much  detail  connected  with  these  views,  that  would 
not  be  proper  to  introduce  into  this  communication,  already  too 
;Iong.     I  shall  be  happy  to  give  it  at  any  time  when  requested; 

With  much  respect, 

I  am  thy  friend, 


SAMUEL.  R.  WOOD, 


To  Thomas  Kittera,  Esquire, 
Chuirman  of  the  Committee  of 
Councils,  on  the  subject  of  the 
Walnut-street  Prison. 


The  foregoing  letter  was  written  without  any  view  to  its  being- 
published  or  seen  by  any  persons,  except  the  joint  committee  of  Ci- 
ty Councils.  With  them  I  had,  (after  they  had  received  it,)  a  full 
opportunity  of  explaining  my  views  on  the  several  topics  therein 
alluded  to.  They  asked  my  leave  to  publish  it,  as  they  thought  it 
contained  facts  not  generally  known  :  I  consented,  although  aware 
that  I  could  not  have  the  same  advantage  in  explaining  it,  but  to 
a  very  few  of  those  who  might  peruse  it. 
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Having  bepu  for  years  sensible  of  the  enormity  of  the  evil  ol 
crowding  ull  kinds  and  classes  of  prisoners  into  the  Arch-street 
Prison,  I  suggested  that  a  building  should  be  erected  to  accommo- 
date vagrants,  on  the  county  property  near  the  Woodlands  ;  and 
that  the  Arch-street  prison  could  be  so  altered,  as  to  accommodate 
in  separate  apartments,  all  persons  for  trial.  On  turning  my 
attention  more  particularly  to  this  subject,  and  making  an  es- 
timate, lam  now  satisfied  that  it  would  be  much  to  the  advantage 
of  the  county  to  build  a  new  Prison  for  the  separate  confinement  of 
prisoners  for  trial,  and  for  petty  offences  ;  with  a  Court  House  at- 
tached thereto  for  criminal  trials.  If  nothing  be  done  to  alter  the 
present  system  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  it  would  also  be  necessary 
to  construct  a  small  building  for  debtors.  By  the  arrangements 
thus  proposed,  both  Walnut  and  Arch-street  Prisons  could,  at  no 
remote  period,  be  sold,  and  the  proceeds,  (besides  paying  for  all 
the  new  county  buildings,)  would  leave  a  surplus  in  the  treasury 
of  the  county.  This  however  1  consider  of  but  little  importance, 
when  compared  with  the  immense  good  that  would  be  conferred, 
both  on  the  unhappy  inmates  of  the  Prisons,  and  the  honest  part 
of  the  community  :  for  however  great  are  the  evils  of  the  Walnut 
street  Prison,  they  are  not  less  in  the  Arch-street  Jail.  It  is  here 
that  we  see  the  uufortunate  ami  fiiendless  apprentice,  (sometimes 
the  victim  of  a  brutal  master,)  the  fatherless  young  vagrant,  and 
the  young  debauchee,  receive  their  first  lessons  from  the  accom- 
plished villian,  and  preparing,  in  this  preliminary  school,  for  the 
college  of  vice. 

I  am  aware  that  all  who  are  acquainted  with  the  situation  of 
both  Prisons,  will  agree  that  a  radical  reform  is  loudly  called  for. 
If  any  can  suggest  a  better  plan  than  the  one  here  proposed,  they 
will  find  me  willing  to  give  my  humble  aid. 

S.  R.  WOOD. 


